Our Mission
Every student deserves a chance
to forge their own route to a bright
future – no matter where they’re
from, or what resources are available to them. For 26 years, we’ve
worked side-by-side with schools,

Brilliant Pathways

colleges and businesses to help
students find their own brilliant
pathways by becoming college
and career ready.

JOIN US
Partnerships are essential to our mission. If
you’re with a school that would benefit from our
practices, or at a business or other organization
that depends on skilled talent, let’s discuss how
we can work together.

We’ve partnered with 1,500 urban
and rural schools across the U.S.
and Ireland, helping more than
100,000 students. Over time, we’ve
learned that a college education is
the surest path out of poverty. Our
work levels the playing field for
students in underserved communities, giving all students a shot at
success.

brilliantpathways.org | 518-963-4500

EVERY STUDENT DESERVES A DREAM.
AND THE SKILLS TO ACHIEVE IT.

MENTORS LEADING THE WAY
The CFES Scholars with whom we work have
the drive to succeed. Often, though, they just
don’t know how to get there. Most of the students we work with are the first in their families
MAKING OPPORTUNITY HAPPEN

to go to college. Simply filling out applications

Students in the wealthiest 25 percent of families

can be daunting.

are eight times likelier to attend college than

That’s why, as part of our practice, each of our

students in the bottom quarter.
At CFES Brilliant Pathways, we know too well

Scholars works one-on-one with a mentor who
THE ESSENTIAL SKILLS

can share first-hand experiences and guidance to

that too many young men and women are held

Academic knowledge is important. But the

overcome challenges.

back simply because of circumstance - even

Essential Skills—a collection of six habits and

though students who earn college degrees have

attributes motivated, successful individuals pos-

COLLEGE AND CAREER PATHWAYS

the best chance of breaking the poverty cycle.

sess—are just as important to employers.

If you don’t know anybody who has been to col-

There’s no single magic step to fix this. Stu-

lege, it can seem like an impossible dream. Every

dents need mentors to guide them. They need to

These Essential Skills include:

year, CFES Brilliant Pathways sends thousands of

build skills, such as perseverance and teamwork,

• Goal setting

• Agility

middle school and high school students on cam-

that aren’t found in textbooks. And they need

• Teamwork

• Perseverance

pus visits - excursions that make the possibility

to shape a clear vision of what they can do with

• Leadership

• Networking

of college that much more real.

their lives, and how they can get there.

Merely attending college, though, isn’t enough.
CFES helps schools incorporate these skills

Through internships, job shadowing, mobile apps

things. Each of our practices - the Essential

directly into curricula, and works alongside

and other initiatives, we help students under-

Skills, Pathways to College & Career, and Mento-

employers to develop workforce-development

stand the types of careers they can pursue, and

ring - align with Common Core standards that

programs that make the value of the Essential

what it will take to land them—so every step they

prepare students for success.

Skills clear to students.

take is with purpose.

CFES Brilliant Pathways does each of these

